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‘INTER CITIES / INTRA CITIES: GHOSTWRITING THE FUTURE’ VENICE BIENNALE RESPONSE EXHIBITION ‘I AM HOME’ OPENS IN HONG KONG TODAY AND STIMULATES DEBATE ON THE FUTURE OF ONE OF THE LARGEST REGENERATION AREAS IN THE WORLD, KOWLOON EAST

Hong Kong, 18 May 2013 – Following participation in the most prestigious architecture event in the world, the 13th Venice Biennale International Architecture Exhibition (2012 Venice Beiennale), the Hong Kong exhibition ‘Inter Cities/Intra Cities: Ghostwriting The Future’ which has now returned to Hong Kong, appropriately titled ‘I am Home’ Response Exhibition and opens today in Kowloon East.

The Hong Kong exhibition at the 2013 Venice Biennale, jointly organized by The Hong Kong Institute of Architects and Hong Kong Arts Development Council, with Create Hong Kong as the Leading Sponsor, received international acclaim and was voted one of the top exhibitions in Venice by a number of Architectural journals. 'I AM HOME' Response Exhibition takes the form of a roving exhibition, a radically transformed service truck visiting four locations within Kowloon East over the next two months. 
Opening Ceremony

An Opening Ceremony was held at the Energizing East Kowloon Flyover1 site today marking the inauguration of the exhibition with Mr Paul Chan Mo-po, MH, JP, Secretary for Development as the Guest of Honour. Mr Chan said: “One of the strategies of Energizing Kowloon East is to enhance diversity. In looking into the future of Kowloon East, we also need to respect the present ecology in there. The transformation of Kowloon East would be an interactive process through continuous dialogue and understanding with the joint effort of the community to achieve the goal. We believe that with the continuous communication, we would be able to establish a jointly-owned community. With cross-sectors, cross-professions and cross-government departments' participation, we would build up trust that is mutually beneficial to each other.”
At the Opening Ceremony, Chief Curator of the exhibition Mr Chris Law (Director of the Oval Partnership Ltd) pointed out that the exhibition questions how diversity and compatibility can be achieved in the ever changing Hong Kong metropolis. Mr Law stated that “Kowloon East is where Hong Kong will find its future”

Ms Ada Fung, JP FHKIA RA, President of the Hong Kong Institute of Architects showed her expectation towards the exhibition, said “Biennale has returned home and a truck carrying along the exhibits will ride around the Kowloon East area in loop. You will not miss to see the exhibits as the truck rides in cycle. “
Speaking on behalf of Hong Kong Arts Development Council, Chairman Mr Wilfred Wong, SBS, JP, said: “The idea of transforming the service truck into exhibition venue is fascinating. It allows the public to appreciate and get closer to the exhibits.“

“Build a Bench for Kowloon East” International Design Competition
Build a Bench for Kowloon East” International Design Competition, an associated event of the Response Exhibition aiming to create an innovative yet also constructible icon for the Kowloon East has attracted the participation of more than 120 architects, designers and even students all over the world. Competitors demonstrated impressive design concepts which successfully transform Hong Kong characters into functional furniture. Following a struggling yet exciting jury meeting, winners were announced at the Opening Ceremony as followings:

First Prize: Interweaving Bench - Ng Yat Chiu, Chan Calvert, Mok Wing Yee

Second Prize: H2O Horse - Hui Wing Yi, Wong Lap Ming, Yam Hiu Lan

Third Prize: The Stools - Leung Tung Leong Tony

Design of the First Prize Winner will be fabricated and installed into a physical prototype on the street outside the Energizing Kowloon East Office premises. 14 Honorable Mentions were also presented at the Ceremony. Please visit the link as below for Jury Report:
http://www.hkia.net/en/News/action.do?method=detail&mappingName=NewsOverseas&id=4028813c3ea9a878013eb56313bf000f 
Forum on ‘The Future of Kowloon East’

A forum was held after the Opening Ceremony to debate the issue of diversity and compatibility in “The Future of Kowloon East”. The forum was well attended and received by policy makers, professionals, academics and students.
The Hong Kong Response Exhibition

The exhibition explores 488 hectares of land including the new development in Kai Tak and regeneration of the old industrial areas in Kwun Tong and Kowloon Bay. 13 contributing exhibitors with a cross section of cultural backgrounds in Art, Music, Architecture and Design participate in speculating on the future of one of the biggest regeneration projects in the world, which will ultimately redefine the growth of Hong Kong as a world class city. 

‘I AM HOME’ will take on the form of a roving exhibition and will be open to the public from 18th May 2013 – 18th July 2012 at various locations within Kowloon East:
	18th May – 18th June
	Fly the Flyover01, 126 Hoi Bun Road, Kwun Tong

	3rd – 9th June
	Tsun Yip Street Playground, Kwun Tong

	10th – 18th June
	Upper Ngau Tau Kok Estate Entrance Plaza, Ngau Tau Kok

	19th June – 18th July
	OCTA Tower, 8 Lam Chak Street, Kowloon Bay


Opening hours of the exhibition will be from 10am to 8pm. Free Admission. 
To find details on each exhibitor, please refer to the enclosed exhibitors list. 

For more information on the ‘I AM HOME’ Venice Biennale Response Exhibition in Hong Kong, please visit our website: 

http://www.venicebiennale.hk/2012
http://www.facebook.com/VeniceBiennaleHk
For further information, please contact:

	The Oval Partnership

Billy Kwan

Tel. +852 2528 8666

billykwan@ovalpartnership.com


	The Hong Kong Institute of Architects 

Yvonne God

Tel. +852 2805 7335

yvonne@hkia.net




Disclaimer: Create Hong Kong of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the project only, and does not otherwise take part in the project. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in these materials/events (or by members of the project team) do not reflect the views of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. 

List Of Exhibitors and Exhibitors

ANTs - Derivative Urbanism Idea 
CAVE - Imaginary Kai Tak Idea 
Eric Schuldenfrei - Sites of Erasure
Foster & Partners - Cruise Terminal
Hour25 Production - Cultivation of Urban Cracks
HK Honey - Ngau Tau Kok Rooftop Farm
Hidden Agenda - Hidden Agenda Documentary
Jim Chan - Taking Off
Tris Kee - Voices of Kwun Tong
Oval Partnership - Garden of Towers, Integer Hotel, The Shared Sky and Voices of Kwun Tong
Rocco Design - Bridge City
Ronald Lu & Partners - Urban Renewal Authority Kai Tak “Flat-for-Flat” Development
Wallace Chang -Kai Tak River Green Corridor
Organizing Institutions 合辦機構                                                   Leading Sponsor 首席贊助機構     Main Sponsor主要贊助機構                                                             
[image: image1.jpg]U
3 ol
e e %?i&ﬁmﬁ}i%

Hong Kong Arts Development Council




[image: image2.jpg]RE
Development Bureau

4 Kowloon East Office
gy Yrgume



[image: image3.emf]   

